Pupil Information Booklet
Year 4
History

We know that compelting your workbook at home may be difficult – especially
without any help from your teacher! That is why we have created this pupil
information booklet.
In this information booklet you will find everything you need to complete your
workbook. Of course parts of it may still feel difficult and you may not be able to
answer all of the questions. That is completely fine and all we ask is that you try your
best and do what you can.
This unit has six different sessions and each should take you around an hour. The
lessons will feel different to how they feel in school. For example, each ‘talk task’
could be used as a ‘thought task’ and you can try to complete each ‘partner task’ on
your own.
You should still answer the quizzes at the beginning of each new session to check
how much you have remembered from the session before. You should also try to
answer the essay question at the end – use it as an opportunity to write down
everything you have remembered. Again, all we ask is you try your best.
Here are your six sessions:
Where and when did the Ancient Maya live?

What was life like for the Ancient Maya people?
What did the Ancient Maya believe?

How did the Ancient Maya write, count and tell the time?
What did the Ancient Maya eat and drink?
What happened to the Ancient Maya people?
We hope you enjoy learning all about the Ancient Maya. If you have access to the
internet then you could also research the answers to questions or find interesting
websites to read and videos to watch. There are lots of them out there – ask your
teacher for ideas!
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Session 1 – Where and when did the Ancient Maya live?
Where did the Ancient Maya live?
The Ancient Maya were a civilization who
lived in an area known as Mesoamerica. We
can also call this area of land Central
America.
The Ancient Maya people lived in different
city-states, just as the Ancient Greeks did. The
modern-day countries located
in this part of the world are
Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, El
Salvador and Honduras.

Here you can see the locations of some of the other
Ancient Maya city-states. The city-states each had their
own ruler but will have shared beliefs and customs. They
would have traded with one another but will have also, on
occasion, fought with one another.
The Ancient Maya lands were in three different regions –
each with different living conditions: The Southern
Mountains, Central Tropical Rainforests and Northern
Lowlands.

What was it like living in the southern
mountains region?
Along the pacific shoreline are the highlands of
Guatemala. There are a range of different volcanoes in
this area and the land is mostly made up of forest.
Some of the Ancient Maya people made their homes
here.
The climate was cooler and wetter than in the north
and the ash from the volcanoes meant that the soil was
good for growing crops. The volcanoes produced a
glass-like rock that the Maya used for tools.
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What was it like living in the central
tropical rainforests?
The central tropical rainforests are also known as the
southern lowlands. They are just north of the mountains
and some Ancient Maya people made their homes here.
The land here is mostly tropical rainforest and provided
the Maya people with many resources and hunting
options. It was warmer and damper here than in the
mountains and rivers full of fish meandered across the
land.

What was it like living in the northern
lowlands region?
The northern lowlands are made up mostly of limestone
and have much less areas of forest. Some of the Ancient
Maya people made their homes here.
It was hot here and both the weather and land were drier
than in the other regions. Access to water could be a
problem for the people as the rainwater would drain
quickly through the limestone into underground streams.
The people drew water from deep waterholes called
cenotes.

What was it like in Ancient Maya cities?
The Ancient Maya lived in approximately 50 separate
city states but they were not all built or important at
the same time. The Maya erected hundreds of
ceremonial cities in the rainforests of Mesoamerica.
These cities were designed in a similar pattern. There
was a palace for the ruler, a plaza for the
marketplace, and several giant stone step pyramids.
The cities shared the same culture, but remained
separate from each other. There was never a single
Maya empire (like the Roman Empire), but rather a
widespread, interconnected civilization. The Maya
city of Palenque, shown here is a well-preserved site.
The Maya first settled here as early as 100BC (50
years before the attempted invasion on Britain by
Julius Caesar!) and the city reached its peak between
600 and 800AD – 200 to 400 years after the Romans
left Britain.
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In the centre there was a large square that could be used as a meeting place for
ceremonies and festivals – it was also an important marketplace. The central square
was surrounded by royal palaces, temples, observatories and houses belonging to the
rich and powerful. These buildings were made from stone and covered in a white
plaster. They were decorated with paintings and carvings.
The less important someone was, the further from the centre they would live. All
people would taxes to the king. These were food or other goods.

When did the Ancient Maya live?
The Ancient Maya lived for thousands of years.
Farming villages begin to form across the Maya
lands in 2000BC and 1000 years later, the
Maya people began to form larger settlements.
However, historians do not consider the
Ancient Maya to have reached their ‘golden age’
until 400AD which is another 1400 years later
and around the time that the Romans left
Britain (we know this was in around 410AD).
Order the events in the Ancient Maya timeline:
These dates and events are in the wrong order. Can you write them into your
workbook in the correct order?
This timeline may help you:
1000BC

800BC

600BC

400BC

200BC

0AD

200AD

400AD

600AD

800AD

1000AD

400AD to 900AD Maya golden age.
1000 BC

Maya begin to form larger settlements at places like Copan.

900AD

The southern lowland cities are abandoned. The reason why
remains a mystery to this day.

600 BC

People farm more successfully and cities grow – Tikal built.

400 BC

First Maya calendars are carved into stone.

1519 AD

Spanish arrive. They explore, invade and soon conquer cities.

100BC

The Maya build their first pyramids.

300 BC

Maya adopt the idea of monarchy - cities are now ruled by
kings or queens.

700 BC

Maya writing begins to develop.
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What was happening in Britain at this time?
The units you have studied in history already should help you to answer this
question. Think carefully about key dates and events that took place at a similar
time. Here are two timelines that may help you with this task but do not worry if you
do not remember all of the events!
The Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages:

Roman Britain:

Session 2 – What was life like for the Ancient Maya?
What is an artefact?
In history when we say objects, we mean artefacts. We are talking about things
made by people in the past rather than natural objects. Artefacts provide
archaeological evidence and can be as small as a button and as large as the ruins
of a temple. No matter the size, they help us to build a picture of the past.
You are going to look at a range of different artefacts related to Ancient Maya times
– first think carefully about what you think they are before you then find out what
they actually are.
Here are your six artefacts – write the numbers 1 – 6 in the first column of your
workbook and then in the second, make a sensible guess as to what you think each of
them is and what it could tell you about life for the Ancient Maya. Do not read the
information before you write your ideas down!
The information about each is on the following page. Use this to complete the third
column but make sure you are writing the information in your own words.
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Artefact 1

Artefact 2

Artefact 3

Artefact 4

Artefact 5

Artefact 6

7

What is each artefact?
Artefact 1: This is an Ancient Maya calendar. It tells us that the Ancient Maya
thought there were 365 days in a year – just like we do. However, unlike our
calendar they had 18 months of 20 days and a final ‘unlucky’ month of 5 days.
Artefact 2: This is an Ancient Maya rubber ball. It tells us that the Ancient
Maya made rubber using a natural liquid found in some plants. We know that they
played a games known as ‘pok-a-tok’ with these balls and that the games often had
religious meaning. Archaeologists think the games often ended in human sacrifice!
Artefact 3: This is an Ancient Maya death mask. It is the death mask of Pakal
the Great, ruler of the city of Palenque. This tells us that the Ancient Maya honoured
their dead kings with beautifully crafted death masks. It also tells us that the Ancient
Maya made objects from jade (a green stone), men wore jewellery in their ears and
that ‘T-shaped’ teeth were viewed with importance.
Artefact 4: This is an Ancient Maya carving from a stone monument in
Yaxchilan. There are hieroglyphics in the carving which not only tell us the
Ancient Maya had a form of writing but the writing itself tells us that the image is of
a bloodletting ritual. The image shows the King and Queen – the Queen is pulling a
rope with shards through her tongue casing blood to drip into the basket below.
Artefact 5: This is a page from an Ancient Maya codex – or book. The artefact
tells us that the Ancient Maya did not only using carving stones as a form of writing
– they wrote on paper too. The writing tells us the image is of an astronomer and
so we know that the people were interested in the sky, the planets and the stars.
Artefact 6 This is an Ancient Maya tool. It tells us that the Maya people made
their tools from stone. We know they used them for different reasons: fighting,
farming and in the home. They used these stone tools as knives, scrapers and
weapons and they all had very sharp edges.

Was life the same for everyone?
The Ancient Maya had a social hierarchy. That means that some people were
thought to be more (and sometimes much more) important than others.
In your workbook, put the different
groups in order from least
important at the bottom to most
important at the top.
Peasants

Nobles and Priests

Kings and Queens

Slaves

Merchants and Farmers
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What was life like for the different layers of Maya society?
Kings and Queens: Each city-state was ruled by a king or queen.
The Maya believed that their ruler was given the right to rule by the
gods. They believed that the king or queen worked as an intermediary
between the people and the gods. The leaders of the Maya were called
the "halach uinic" or "ahaw", meaning "lord" or "ruler".
Nobles and Priests: Priests were second in importance in Maya
culture only to the king himself. They could learn and were able to
teach reading and writing. Priests had many roles and duties
including performing religious ceremonies, instructing sons of nobles,
keeping the calendars and making prophecies. The kings of the Maya
often came to the priests for advice on what to do in a crisis and to get
predictions of the future. As a result, the priests had great influence on how the king
ruled. There were also powerful councils of leaders who ran the government. They
were chosen from the class of nobles.
Merchants and Farmers: Merchants belonged to a highly
organised group that had power and influence. Rhey commanded
respect and they always travelled with carriers and/or slaves. They
had their own god, Ek Chuah, to whom they would pray to daily.
Farming was really important to the Maya. Most people grew their
own crops in small fields. Despite their size, these fields were used to grow many
kinds of crops at the same time. If farmers grew more than they could eat, they
traded the leftovers in markets. One reason the Mayas were so successful at farming
was because they studied the stars and the weather.
Peasants: Life as a Maya commoner was full of hard work. The
typical peasant worked on a farm. At the start of the day, the wife
would get up early and start a fire for cooking. Then the husband
would leave to go work at the fields. After a hard day working at
the fields, he would come home and bathe (bathing was an
important part of the day for all the Maya people). The men spent evenings working
on crafts such as tools, while the women wove cloth to make clothing.
Slaves: Slaves were the lowest class in Maya society. They were
usually orphans, war prisoners, criminals, or the children of
slaves. Although they weren't necessarily mistreated by their
owners, slaves still had no rights or privileges in society. Their
only function in society was to do all of the manual labour, which
means that all of the temples were entirely built by slaves. In
addition, they were also the most frequently used for human sacrifice rituals.
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Session 3 – What did the Ancient Maya believe?
What do we know about Ancient Maya priests and religion?
Religion was an extremely important part of daily life for all of the Ancient Maya
people – from the slaves right up to the king or queen of a city-state. This is some of
what we know about Ancient Maya priests and religion:
• The chief priest was also the king or queen
• Maya people worshipped their ancestors as well as a
range of gods and goddesses
• Pyramids and temples were built as monuments to
worship and give thanks to the gods
• There were religious ceremonies all through the year
• Each of those celebrations had strict rules for foods,
drinks, dances and music
• Specially trained priests lived and worked in cities
and organised the festivals
• All Ancient Maya people believed in a scary afterlife
• Villagers believed in half priest, half wizards shamans who had special powers

What do we know about the Ancient Maya gods and goddesses?
We know that the Ancient Maya worshipped and range of gods and goddesses and
this is some of what we know about them:
• The Ancient Maya had over 160 gods and goddesses
• We do not know the names of some and so they are given
a letter until their names are discovered
• They used them to try and explain the world and so had
them to represent most things
• For example, they had gods and goddesses for: water,
rain, rivers, fire, the sun, the moon, life, death, marriage,
birth, foods, drinks, farming, health, medicine
• They would make sacrifices to the gods and goddesses if
they wanted to please them or to ask them for protection
• We know about the Maya gods through carvings and
through writing in the different codices (books)

Who were the Ancient Maya gods and goddesses?
The Ancient Maya had gods and godesses to represenent every elemenet of life (or
death) and sometimes even had more than one to represten the same thing. The next
page will give you information about some of those gods and goddesses – remember
that they are all given a letter as a name until their name was discovered. Some
names have still not been discovered.
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These are some of the Ancient Maya gods and goddesses:
Ix Chel

K’awiil

Yum Kaax

‘God L’

The Maya goddess
of the moon,
healing, medicine,
waters and
childbirth. Her
name is thought to
translate to
‘Rainbow Lady’.

The god of royalty,
lightning, serpents
and fertility. The
Maya believed he
protected royal
lines and the
coronation of new
rulers.

The ‘Lord of the
forest’ – god of
wild plants and
forest animals. He
helped those who
hunted and
protected the fields
from wild animals.

Although his name
has not get been
discovered, God L
was a very
important figure.
He is the god of
war and
merchants.

Chaac

K’inich Ajaw

Itzamna

Goddess I

The god of rain
and lightning. His
lightning axe could
strike the clouds
and would create
thunder and rain.

Also known as
Kinich Ahau. The
Maya sun god who
was believed to
have turned into a
jaguar at night. He
was also linked
with warriors.

One of the most
important gods.
Itzamma was the
god of fire who
created the Earth.
Itzamna was ruler
of heaven, day and
night.

A youthful goddess
linked to marriage
and weaving. She,
like Ix Chel, is
linked to the moon
and sometimes the
goddesses are seen
as one.
11

What was the Ancient Maya
creation myth?
Like many other religions, the Ancient Maya
had their own creation myth. A creation myth
is a way of explaining how the world came to be
and where the first people came from.
Read the Ancient Maya creation myth and
then order the events in you workbook. The
first event should be number 1 and the final event should be number 8. After that,
retell the myth in your own words – there is space to do this in your workbook.
All was still and quiet. There was not yet one person, not one animal, bird, fish,
plant or tree. There was only the sky, the sea and the creators – the Plumed
Serpent and the Heart of Sky.
The earth arose because of them. It was simply their word that caused it to
appear. It arose suddenly, like a cloud. Then the mountains came forth.
Next the creators planned the animals — the deer, pumas, jaguars, rattlesnakes
and birds. They asked the animals to talk and to praise their makers. But the
birds and animals did not talk; they just squawked and howled. The creators had
to accept that they could not talk and their flesh would be eaten by others but
they still wanted to create a being which would show them respect.
With their goal in mind, they made a body from mud. However, it didn’t look
good. It talked at first but then crumbled and disappeared into the water.
They decided to make wooden carvings and so wooden humans came into being.
These talked and multiplied, but there was nothing in their minds and hearts.
The wooden carvings could not remember and so respect to their creators.
The creators needed to remove the wooden carvings and so there came a great
disaster. They devised a flood and it rained all day and all night. The animals
came into the homes of the wooden carvings and ate them. The people were
gone.
The Plumed Serpent and the Heart of Sky then had an idea. They decided to use
corn. The human skin was made from corn, their arms and legs were made of
corn, and their bodies were made from corn. These people could speak, hear and
see. They had enough feeling in their hands to hold things. They had intelligence
and most importantly they all remembered the words of the creators and could
therefore give thanks to them.
Many nations were created and they multiplied. There were dark-skinned and
pale-skinned people and in the beginning they are shared the same language.
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Session 4 – How did the Ancient Maya write, count and
tell the time?
How did the Ancient Maya write words?
The Maya were the only ancient people in
Mesoamerica to develop a written language. They
did not write using letters or an alphabet – as we
know the Romans and Greeks did – but instead wrote
using glyphs or hieroglyphs.
Glyphs are a way of writing using pictures. Some
of the glyphs are a whole word and some are part of a
word. Archaeologists have discovered over 800
different glyphs but unfortunately we have not been
able to decipher them all yet. The word decipher
means to discover or work out what they mean.
The Maya carved glyphs into stone but also wrote
them down on long sheets of paper made from
bark (from a tree) or leather. These sheets could
be folded up to make books – a Maya book is
called a codex - or codices for more than one.
Hundreds of years ago, European invaders
from Spain discovered the Maya codices and
thought they were evil. They burned them.
Unfortunately, this means much of the writing
was lost and only four codices remain today.
We can still however find many examples of
Maya writing on the walls of tombs and see
carvings on pyramids and temples.
The Ancient Maya did not have glyphs that sound like all of our phonics sounds and
syllables (and they confusingly had different ones for the same sounds) but we can
still make words that sound like modern words - such as our names!
If your name was Anna, you would have the choice of these symbols for ‘a’ and for
‘na’. You could put them together in one block shape (or glyph) and it would say
‘Ana’ which isn’t quite Anna but it’s close!
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Can you use these glyphs to make a new glyph for your name?
You won’t be able to get the sounds completely right because most Maya sounds
ended with a vowel (a, e, i, o, u) but get creative! Remember to choose the glyphs
you like the most and draw them together in a new glyph.
The first table shows the symbols for the ‘pure vowels’ in the first row – so glyphs for
a, e, i, o and u. Then in the second row you can see the glyphs for: ba, be, bi, bo and
‘bu’. All of the other rows work in that way too for example the first row in the next
table shows the glyphs for: cha, che, chi, cho and chu.

How did the Ancient Maya write numbers?
The Maya developed their own number system and were actually one of the first
civilizations to use and have a symbol for zero!
The biggest difference between their number system and the one we know (which is
originally Arabic) is that we work in groups of 10 and they worked in groups of 20.
We call it a base-20 number system. Many historians think it’s because they used
their fingers and toes to count! Try to work out what the symbols are in your
workbook before looking at the answers on the next page!
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Zero looks like a shell and five is a bar.
Can you see what we mean by base-20?
It feels as though we should use the dot above
the zero as 10 but it’s for 20!
It is confusing to us because our number
system is what we are used to however this is
what the Ancient Maya were used to and so
our system would be confusing to them.
In your workbook you have some equations to try
and solve – can you write the answers in Ancient
Maya number symbols and in the number symbols
we use today?

What did an Ancient Maya calendar look like?
The Maya had their very own calendar system - in fact, they
had three calendar systems!
These systems were known as the Tzolk’in, the Haab and
the Long Count. The image in your workbook (and on the
front of your workbook) is an example of the Haab.
Every 52 years the Tzolk’in and the Haab would meet
and begin again on the same day. There would be a big
festival known as the New Fire Festival.
The Haab: The Haab was the Ancient Maya yearly calendar and it worked in
cycles of 365 days – just like ours!
The main difference between the Haab and our calendar is that our calendar as 12
months and their calendar had 19 months. 18 of the months were 20 days long and
the final month was 5 days long. The Maya thought the final 5 days were very
unlucky and so didn’t do anything on those days!
The Tzolk’in: The Tzolk’in was the Ancient Maya religious calendar and it
lasted for 260days. It had a 20 day cycle and a 13 day cycle which in total took 260
days to complete. Each of the 20 days had its own religious spirit. The Maya believed
the day you were born in this calendar determined your soul, character and destiny.
The Long Count: The Long Count was the Ancient Maya calendar that tracked all
of time. A bit like how we use timelines today but it included years in the future too.
The long count calendar begin on the date which the Maya believed the world was
created – 3114BC and was used on important monuments. The calendar on these
monuments looked as though it went up to the date of December 21 2012 (just over 7
years ago) and so many people believe that the Maya had predicted this to be the
date the world would end!
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Session 5 – What did the Ancient Maya eat and drink?
What could the Ancient Maya farm, forage and hunt?
The Ancient Maya would farm, forage and
hunt for food they needed.
Farming: growing crops and keeping
animals for food purposes.
Foraging: search for food that is naturally
growing in places – usually plants.
Hunting: search for and catch wild
animals for food purposes - includes
fishing.
Many of the Maya people lived outside of the cities in
smaller farming villages. The land here was
difficult to farm – the people needed to cut down
the rainforest to make the space for the farms. It
was hard work with the stone tools they had and the
trees and other wild plants would grow back quickly.
Sometimes they would burn down areas of the
forest but the soil was then only good for around 10
years. In areas of dry land, they would dig water
systems to bring water to the crops. We call this
irrigation.
Where there was higher land (the slopes of hills),
the Maya would carve flat terraces – like a floor into the hillside and build stone walls to create
wide step-like fields. This would stop
rainwater from washing away down the
sides of the hills too quickly meaning the
crops would be watered.
The farms were used to grow corn (maize - the
most important food to the Maya), squash,
beans, chillies, melons, tomatoes, sweet
potato and avocado. From maize they made
tortillas which could be eaten and used as
cutlery. They also kept their own turkeys to
cook for a feast.
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The forests surrounding the Maya cities and villages
offered many different wild foods. The people could
forage for vanilla, honey and mushrooms.
Amazingly, some of the bees in the forest did not sting
and so they could collect honey easily too. The people
also collected cacao pods from the hills – the only
place they grew.
The Maya people did not have guns, and this made
hunting quite difficult. They would use spears or
blowpipes which shot hard pellets from clay. They
eventually developed bows and arrows, and this
made the hunting easier.
The wild animals hunted by the Maya were deer, ducks, armadillos, agouti,
partridges and pigeons.
The Maya people who lived near the sea or
near to a river were able to fish for their food
too. They would use nets and hooks to catch the
fish which they would then eat fresh or cover in salt
to make them last longer.
Catching fish in the rivers and streams was difficult
and so some fishermen built dams and then used a
natural poison to make things easier. The fish
would be poisoned and then float towards the dam
where they could be collected. The poison obviously
did not poison the Maya people though!

What did the Ancient Maya drink?
The Ancient Maya drank different things –
including water and drinks made from maize.
However one of their drinks was viewed as
being much more important than the others
and is one we still drink today!
Read the myth in your workbook to discover
what the drink is, why it was special and
where they believed it came from. In your
workbook you also have a task. For that task
you need to write down what you know after
reading the myth, what you can infer (that means what you can guess to be true) and
what questions you still have or things that you do not understand. You also have a
recipe for this drink in your Discovery Box if you would like to try it for yourself!
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Session 6 –What happened to the Ancient Maya people?
What could have caused their decline?
For many years, historians thought that the Ancient
Maya civilization suddenly disappeared. They now
believe that in around 900AD, a large
proportion of the civilization did decline and
cities were abandoned but that some of the
Maya people survived and moved towards the
northern lowlands. Many of the cities here were
built much later than in the other Maya regions.
Then in the 1500s (400 years later) the Spanish Invaders arrived and had a
very negative impact on the Maya cities they discovered. We are first going to look at
the decline in around 900AD and then then invasions in around 1500AD and try to
answer the question ‘what happened to the Ancient Maya people?’ for ourselves.

What do historians believe caused the decline in around
900AD?
Historians have six main theories for the decline of the
Ancient Maya in around 900AD. At this time many cities
were abandoned and it is believed to be because of:
• Drought (not enough or no access to water)
• Volcano or earthquake (a natural disaster)
• Warfare (between the different city-states)
• Overcrowding (there were too many people)
• Climate change (from their own deforestation)
• Neglect of the people (the kings thought only of
having the grandest city, not their people and the
people were not happy)

What would be the consequence of each?
A cause makes something happen – that something is known as a consequence and
often a consequence will lead to another consequence. For example if you dropped
something on your foot, that would be the cause and the consequence would be that
perhaps you could not walk properly which would then mean that you could not take
part in your PE lesson. That one cause had different consequences.
Think carefully about each of the causes of decline and what may have happened to
the Maya people and their cities. Fill in the table to show what you think the
consequences would have been for each of the causes historians think are
responsible for the decline of the Ancient Maya in around 900AD.
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For example: Drought – A drought is where there
is not enough water. If there were droughts in some
of the Maya regions then the people would not
have had enough water to farm and drink.
They would not have been able to survive (possibly
many died) and so they would need to abandon
their cities and move somewhere new.
Try to fill in your table before you read the next
section!

What do historians believe were the consequences of each?
The Natural Disaster: Early Maya researchers believed that some catastrophic
event may have doomed the Maya. An earthquake or volcanic eruption could have
destroyed cities and killed or moved tens of thousands of people, bringing the Maya
into decline. However an earthquake, or another widespread calamity would have
snuffed out the great Maya cities more or less all at the same time and in reality,
many survived and were inhabited for hundreds of years longer than others.
The Warfare Theory: The Maya are often thought to have had a peaceful culture.
This idea has been shattered by new discoveries which clearly tell us that the Maya
battled frequently and viciously among themselves. City-states to war with one
another often, and some were even invaded and destroyed by others. Some experts
believe that if they went to war with one another enough, they could have caused the
collapse of their civilization - this is actually quite possible.
The Neglect of the People: Some researchers believe war between different
groups of Maya people may have been a cause. As the populations in the large cities
grew quickly, a great strain was placed on the working class to produce food, build
temples, clear rainforests, and do other physical tasks. At the same time, food was
becoming more and more scarce. The idea that a hungry, overworked working class
might overthrow the rulers is also quite possible.
The Overcrowding Theory: As the Maya civilization advanced, the cities grew,
their population growing much larger than could be fed by local production.
Improved agricultural techniques such as draining wetlands for planting or cutting
flat surfaces into hills did help, but the large population in the cities must have put
great strain on the food production. Overcrowding would have possibly caused
famine and this could have certainly caused the downfall of the Ancient Maya.
Climate Change: Climate change may also have caused the Maya civilization do
decline. As the Maya were dependent on the most basic agriculture (farming) with
additional and fishing, they were extremely vulnerable to droughts, floods, or any
change in the conditions that affected their food and water supply. Some researchers
19

have identified some climatic change that occurred around that time: for example,
the coastal water levels rose towards 900AD. As coastal villages flooded, people
would have moved to the large inland cities, placing added strain upon their
resources while losing food from farms and fishing.

What happened in the 1500s?

Around 400 years after the decline of the Ancient Maya and the abandonment of
some of their cities, from 1502AD, the Maya were faced with the arrival of European
invaders. The invaders were from Spain and they were looking for gold.
The Spanish invaders impacted the Ancient Maya in the following ways:
• Brought new diseases with them - which the Ancient Maya had no immunity
to. Therefore, many people died.
• The Maya had separate city-states and the Spanish turned the kings and
queens against each other so they would destroy each other
• The Spanish defeated some of the kings or queens and their cities
• Brought guns, horses and cannons – they were much more powerful than the
weapons the Maya had
• Captured the Maya and used them as slaves
• Stole the best land from the Maya so they had nowhere to live
• Burned down cities and destroyed their codices
• Made themselves rich and the Maya poor
Some historians believe the Maya caused their own decline and some believe their
decline was caused by natural disasters. Some believe the Spanish Invaders were the
main and only real reason.
Was it one reason or a combination of many? What do you believe?
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